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Public Affairs

S I N G A P O R E  - -  YA P, 
Federated States of 
Micronesia  -Navy 
divers from Mobile 

Dive and Salvage Unit (MDSU) 
1, Company 17, embarked aboard 
the rescue and salvage ship USNS 
Safeguard (T-ARS 50), arrived 
in Yap in late January to conduct 
dive operations to move a sunken 
merchant vessel blocking the 
islands harbor.

The abandoned vessel, Merchant 
Vessel Cecilia has blocked the 
harbor in Yap since running aground 
during a storm in 1997.  At the 
request of the local government 

Navy divers were brought in to refloat 
the Cecilia and move it to another 
remote spot in the harbour.

“We’ve spent several weeks over 
the last year doing surveys,”said Navy 
Diver Master Chief Jon Klukas, Master 
Diver for Commander, Logistics 
Group Western Pacific’s Dive and 
Salvage Shop.  Once work started 
everything went smoothly because of 
all the advanced work and, we finished 
days ahead of schedule.”

After refloating, Cecilia was towed 
to a remote area of the harbor, where 
a local salvage company will drag 
it ashore and cut the ship down for 
scrap.

YAP, Federated States of Micronesia (Jan. 25, 2012) Navy divers assigned to Mobile Dive and Salvage Unit (MDSU) 1, Company 17, embarked 
aboard the rescue and salvage ship USNS Safeguard (T-ARS 50) check on progress of water being pumped from the engine room of the abandoned 
Merchant Vessel Cecilia. U.S. Navy photo by Master Diver Jon Klukas.
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Abandoned Merchant Vessil 

Cecilia resurfaced
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Voluntary Sea Duty Program Provides 
Sailors New Opportunities

 By: Chief of Naval 
Personnel,

 Public Affairs

 

WASHINGTON -- According 
to NAVADMIN 
043/12, released 
J a n .  3 1 ,  t h e 

N a v y is asking Sailors 
to volunteer for sea duty under a 
new initiative called the Voluntary 
Sea Duty Program (VSDP). 

Volunteering to return to sea 
duty under this program offers 
two key benefits. 

“The Voluntary Sea Duty 
Program’s goal is to improve 
manning levels at sea, while 
providing motivated Sailors the 
benefits of geographic choice and 
stability as well as the deferment of 
their Perform-to-Serve window,” 
said Rear Admiral Tony Kurta, 
Director, Military Personnel 
Plans and Policy Division. “This 
opportunity allows Sailors a 
chance to improve their record 
and increase their competitive 
edge in PTS through sustained 
superior performance at sea.” 

This program does not change 
eligibility or benefits for the Sea 
Duty Incentive Pay Program and 
Sailors may take advantage of 
both programs concurrently.

Under the program, Sailors may 
apply to extend their enlistment in 
their current sea duty billet beyond 
their prescribed sea tour, terminate 
their shore duty early in order to 
extend their enlistment to obtain 
new orders to a sea duty billet, or 

accept back-to-back sea duty orders. 
The sea duty assignment may be 
onboard ships, squadrons, or other 
qualified sea duty assignments. 

Volunteers will be assigned 
to commands within the same 
geographic location as the current 
command if available, providing 
the benefit of geographic stability 
for Sailors and family members. 
The Navy will also consider Sailors’ 
requests for out-of-area moves.

Volunteers will not be required to 
accept a billet they do not desire. The 
detailers will work with volunteers 
during two CMS/ID cycles to 
find desirable orders. If no match 
is found during this time period, 
Sailors can reapply. 

To be eligible to apply for a short 
term extension to defer PTS, Sailors 
must meet eligibility criteria to 
ensure competitiveness in their next 
PTS window. However, Sailors who 
do not meet these criteria, but have 
enough obligated service time can 
still apply for geographic stability 
or choice. 

Requests will be accepted until 
Sep. 30, 2012. All 1306/7 requests 
should be forwarded to Navy 
Personnel Command via the Chain 
of Command. 

For  complete  information 
on eligibility, restrictions and 
application procedure as well as 
benefits of VSDP, read NAVADMIN 
043/12 at www.npc.navy.mil. 
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 By: USS John C. Stennis,
 Public Affairs

TOP: SINGAPORE (Jan. 27, 2012) Gas Turbine 
System Technician (Mechanical) Fireman Ap-
prentice Albert Ugarte, reads to pre-school 
students at the International Community 
School during a community service project 
event in Singapore. U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eddie 
Harrison.

MIDDLE: SINGAPORE (Jan. 27, 2012) Aviation 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class Jonathan 
Fox, assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft car-
rier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), plays bas-
ketball with boys and staff members at Boy’s 
Town during a community service event in 
Singapore. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Commu-
nication Specialist 3rd Class Kenneth Abbate.

BOTTOM: SINGAPORE (Jan. 28, 2012) Damage 
Controlman 2nd Class Salena Thomas inter-
acts with a resident at the Singapore Chesh-
ire Home Day Care Centre as part of a com-
munity service project in SingaporeU.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd 
Class Grant Wamack. 

  									                                                                                                                   
Stennis Strike Group Completes Port Visit 
in Singapore
SINGAPORE – Ships from the 

John C. Stennis 
S t r i k e  G r o u p 
(JCSSG) arrived 

in Singapore for a port visit on 
Jan. 26. 

“The U.S. Navy has been visiting 
Singapore for more than 100 
years,” said Rear Adm. Craig Faller, 
commander of the JCSSG. “They 
are one of our closest partners in 
the region and invaluable in our 
counter-terrorism and maritime 
security efforts.”

  While in port the ships hosted 
a formal reception for local and 
foreign dignitaries and conducted 
various community service projects 
while Stennis’ Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation program offered 
Sailors a variety of local tours 
and activities as well as trips to 
neighboring islands.

  “This is one of the most diverse 
places in the world,” said Lt. Cmdr. 
Tiffany Dodson, a medical officer 
aboard Stennis. “I’m really looking 
forward to experiencing the many 
cultures here, as well as trying the 
laksa.” 

  The JCSSG is currently 
deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet 
area of operations conducting 
maritime security operations and 
cooperative engagements with 
regional partners. 
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Sailor of the Quarter

SINGAPORE (Feb. 1, 2012) - Logistics Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Trenda 
Fletcher is presented a Letter of Commendation on February 1, 2012 by Rear 
Adm. Tom Carney, Commander, Logistics Group Western Pacific on Fletcher’s 
selection as Sailor of the Quarter, First Quarter 2012. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief 
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jessica Bidwell)

Fairwell and Following Seas
SINGAPORE (Feb. 1, 
2012) - Captain Paul 
Kennedy is presented 
The Legion of Merit on 
February 1, 2012 by 
Rear Adm. Tom Carney, 
Commander, Logistics 
Group Western Pacific 
on Kennedy’s outstand-
ing service as Opera-
tions Assistant Chief of 
Staff for Commander, 
Logistics Group West-
ern Pacific from July 
2009 – February 2012.
(U.S. Navy photo by 
Chief Mass Communica-
tion Specialist 2nd Class 
Jessica Bidwell)

SINGAPORE (Feb. 1, 
2012) - Lieutenant Ter-
rence Burns is presented 
a Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal on 
February 1, 2012 by Rear 
Adm. Tom Carney, Com-
mander, Logistics Group 
Western Pacific on Burns’ 
outstanding service as 
Combatant Type Desk 
Officer for Commander, 
Logistics Group Western 
Pacific from February 
2009 – February 2012. 
(U.S. Navy photo by 
Chief Mass Communica-
tion Specialist 2nd Class 
Jessica Bidwell)

MAC Kealoha Retires after 24 years of service

Photos By: MC2 Jessica Bidwell
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WHO WANTS TO KNOW?

HAVE YOU BEEN ASKED FOR NEED-TO-KNOW INFORMATION BY SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T HAVE THE NEED-TO-KNOW? 

HAVE YOU WITNESSED A DELIBERATE COMPROMISE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION? 

HAVE YOU RECENTLY MET SOMEONE WHO SEEMS TO BE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN WHAT YOU DO FOR THE DoN? 

HELP US PROTECT YOUR COLLEAGUES, YOUR COUNTRY, AND YOUR FUTURE
IF YOU’RE A MEMBER OF DoN AND DON’T THINK YOU ARE THE TARGET OF A FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SERVICE OR TERRORIST ORGANIZATION, THINK AGAIN!

WHO NEEDS TO KNOW?

24/7 ANONYMOUS TIP SUBMISSION
TEXT  WEB  SMARTPHONE APP

24/7 ANONYMOUS TIP SUBMISSION
TEXT  WEB  SMARTPHONE APP

Report any contact information or circumstances that could pose a threat to the security of  U.S. personnel, 
resources, classi�ed information, or controlled unclassi�ed information to the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 
REPORT IT! Phone 1-800-543-6289 | Web www.ncis.navy.mil | Text “NCIS” + your tip info to CRIMES (274637)

What: The VITA Tax Center
Where: Legal Office/Family 

Service Center
When: Opens 6 February
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!!!
Who: All eligible military 

and DoD civilians and 
dependents

How: Call 67520-2365 or email 
clwptaxes@gmail.com for an appointment!

Scrambled Egg
White/ Wheat Bread Toast
French Toast
Breakfast Sausage
Bacon
Pancake
Corn Flakes with Milk
Cream Beef with Roll
Fresh Watermelon
Choice of Orange Juice or
Pineapple Juice
Coffee or Tea

For more information, please contact 6759 3691


