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USNS Henson Completes 
Joint  U.S. ,  Indonesian  
Oceanographic Survey

  
JAKARTA, Indonesia -- The 

Military Sealift 
Command (MSC) 
o c e a n o g r a p h i c 

survey ship USNS Henson (T-AGS 
63) completed of a month-long, 
bilateral survey mission with the 
Indonesian Navy Nov. 16, one 
of the largest in three decades of 
hydrographic surveys between the 
two countries. 

With an embarked team of 13 U.S. 
oceanographers and hydrographers 
from Naval Oceanographic Office 
(NAVOCEANO), five Indonesian 
surveyors and 23 merchant mariners 
the Henson surveyed territorial 

IN MEMORY
Noel Pereira, a 31-year U.S. Government 
employee in Singapore, passed away 
Nov. 25th following a long fight against 
cancer.
   Noel worked in various capacities 
with the government over the years, first 
with Navy Regional Contracting Center 
downtown; next with the Fleet Indus-
trial Support Center in Sembawang, and 
recently with the Fleet Logistics Center.  
   Known for his cheerful personality and vast organizational knowl-
edge, Noel helped hundreds of Navy and civil service families with 
household goods shipments over the years.  
   He is survived by his wife, Sitha, son Neal and daughter, Fiona.  
He also leaves a brother Lawrence, sister Mary, and six brothers and 
sisters in law.  Noel was 63 years old.  

waters off Indonesia’s coast including 
the Java Sea and the Sunda Straits from 
Oct. 14 to Nov. 14. 

“Liaison officers from the Indonesian 
Navy participated in all phases of the 
data collection and processing during 
the survey and were a crucial part of 
the team,” said U.S. Navy Capt. Greg 
Ulses, deputy hydrographer of the 
Navy. 

A reception held to celebrate 
the  miss ion.  Guests  included 
representatives from the Indonesian 
Navy, the Indonesian Police Force, 
various Indonesian ministry officials 
and representatives from the U.S. 
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Sailors Reminded to Review 
Records Online Before Boards 

 

MILLINGTON, Tenn.— With 
the announcement of the Fiscal 

Year 2013 E-7 
selection board 
cycle Nov. 17, 

l e a d e r s h i p reminds Sailors it 
is their responsibility to ensure 
their Official Military Personal File 
(OMPF) is up to date.

“It’s up to the Sailor to make 
sure that their service records are 
correct and not missing anything,” 
said Jim Giger, head of Records 
Management Policy Branch (PERS-
313), Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC). “If a Sailor finds something 
is wrong, they should take steps to 
correct it as soon as possible.”

Sailors should not confuse 
their OMPF with the Electronic 
Service Record (ESR).  They are 
two separate records with differing 
functions. 

The ESR is an online version 
of the old field service record 
maintained at the command level.  
Information entered into the ESR 
is used to update corporate data, 
create documents for the OMPF, 
and provide up-to-date human 
resource information to a Sailor’s 
local command when the OMPF is 
not available.  It’s not a permanent 
record like the OMPF.  Also, when 
a Sailor is transferred or separated, 
temporary information is purged 
from their ESR.

Sailors can review and update 
their personal emergency contact 
information and other service 
record items in their ESR self-
service account through the Navy 
Standard Integrated Personnel 
System (NSIPS) website at https://
nsips.nmci.navy.mil. Sailors afloat 
can access their ESR self-service 
account through the ship’s NSIPS 
server.

If information is considered 
permanent, the personnel office 
or personnel support detachment 
(PSD) will verify, print, sign and 
send required documents to the 

OMPF to be retained permanently, 
said Giger  

The OMPF is the record reviewed 
by selection boards and is also used 
to manage a service member’s 
assignments, training, advancement 
and separation. 

“The longer a Sailor waits to 
correct something in their record or 
add something that is missing, the 
harder it is for NPC or the Sailor 
to validate there is an error,” said 
Giger.  “If the error is not obvious, 
the Sailor has to show the personnel 
office the mistake and provide 
supporting documentation.  If a 
Sailor waits too long, getting a copy 
of something like an old evaluation 
from a reporting senior could be 
very difficult.”

To securely review and print 
OMPF documents, Sailors can use 
OMPF-My Record on BUPERS 
Online (BOL) at https://www.
bol.navy.mil.  The application 
allows them to view, download and 
print documents such as Page 13s, 
performance evaluations, award 
citations, orders and other service 
record items. Downloading or saving 
documents to shared workstations 
is not recommended though, 
because OMPF documents contain 
personally identifiable information 
that could be compromised in a 
shared environment.

“We talk to service members 
every day that don’t know what’s 
in their record,” said Giger. “Make 
it a routine to periodically review 
your record.  Every six months, go 
online and look at your ESR and 
OMPF, make sure your evaluations 
are there and see if anything new 
has been added.  When you look at 
your OMPF and see that a document 
was electronically submitted 
from PSD, go into the record to 
see if it was accepted, because 
sometimes documents get rejected 
and you need to make sure they are 
resubmitted.”

 By: MC3 Andrea Perez,
Navy Personnel Command,

 Public Affairs

Continued on Page 5  

 By: GSE3 Charlotte Oliver ,
USS Lassen

 Public Affairs 
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NAVOCEANO.
Both U.S. and Indonesian officers 

said they were impressed with the 
superb cooperation between both 
Navies during the survey. 

Henson’s civilian master, Capt. 
Joe Goodwin, added, “This survey 
was a great opportunity (for us) to 
exchange ideas, discuss procedures, 
and gain a better understanding of 
oceanography and hydrography.” 

Lt. Cmdr. Anom Hascaron of the 
Indonesian Navy echoed Goodwin’s 
sentiment.

“This was my first opportunity 
to work with the U.S. Navy. It was 
a great experience to be able to ride 
aboard the Henson and do survey 
activities; I learned a lot related to 
hydrography surveying, and enjoyed 
exchanging knowledge,” Goodwin 
said.

Henson collected hydrographic 
Continued on Page 5  

PATTAYA, Thailand (Nov. 20, 2011) - Fire Controlman 1st Class Ivan Hill from USS Lassen plays 
a game with children from the Banglamung Home for Boys in Pattaya as part of a community 
service project. Lassen is assigned to Destroyer Squadron 15 and is assisting disaster relief 
efforts in Thailand. (US Navy photo by Gas Turbine Systems Technician (Electrical) 3rd Class 
Charlotte Oliver)

PATTAYA, Thailand - Sailors from USS Lassen 
(DDG 82) participated in a 
community service project at the 
Banglamung Home for Boys in 
Pattaya Nov. 20. 

Set up through The Navy League and the Boys 
Home superintendent Chamaiporn Vithayaperl, 
Sailors spent the day playing with the children and 
learning about programs offered at the orphanage. 

The Boys Home houses and educates approximately 
60 boys ranging in age from seven to 18 years old. 
Delighted to receive guests, the children introduced 
themselves to Lassen Sailors and immediately began 
teaching them several games they enjoy playing. 

“These kids are great and I am glad to help out with 
the program,” said Gas Turbine Systems Technician 
(Electrical) 1st Class Farah Bautista. “I come from a 
similar background and know how important this is 
to them.”      

Many of the games, geared to enhance listening and math skills, proved a fun challenge for children and Sailors alike. 
The challenge continued as a group of Sailors squared off with some of the older boys in a soccer match.

“We are having a lot of fun together,” said Ens. Mike Ramsey. “But it is clear we are outmatched on the soccer field.” 
The event concluded with a group photo and presentation of Lassen ball caps to express appreciation to the Boys Home 

for their hospitality. 

                                                                                                            
USS Lassen Sailors Volunteer at Boys 
Home in Thailand  

 By: GSE3 Charlotte Oliver ,
USS Lassen

 Public Affairs 

                                                                                                  
USNS Henson Completes Joint U.S. 
Indonesian  Oceanographic Survey

Continued from page 2 -

Continued from page 1 -
and oceanographic data for nautical 
charting in Indonesia territorial 
waters by using sophisticated 
sonar technology to create three-
dimensional maps of the sea floor. 
Sensors were also used to measure 
water temperature, salinity, and 
currents in the ocean. 

Once all the data were analyzed, 
it was determined that a charted 
wreck and some charted shoals were 
incorrectly marked on existing charts 
by up to a half- mile. The team also 
found evidence of sand waves in the 
surveyed area, and discovered two 
charted buoys missing. 

“The data collected will be used 
by both navies to address shared 
navigation concerns,” said Ulses. 
“Our partnership with the Indonesian 
navy is very important to us, and 
we’re hopeful that this survey will 
allow us to strengthen and deepen 

it.”
This joint US-Indonesian mission 

marked 34 years of bilateral 
cooperation in hydrographic 
surveying between the U.S. and 
Indonesian Navies. Since the first 
joint survey mission was conducted 
in 1978, the U.S. and Indonesia have 
engaged in over 200 survey missions 
around Indonesia’s vast archipelago 
of more than 17,000 islands. 

NAVOCEANO is responsible for 
providing oceanographic products 
and services to all elements of the 
Department of Defense.   

MSC operates approximately 
110 noncombatant, U.S. merchant 
mariner-crewed ships that replenish 
U.S. Navy ships, conduct specialized 
missions, strategically preposition 
combat cargo at sea around the 
world.
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U.S. Navy Ship Successfully Transits on 
Alternative Fuel Blend 

PORT HUENEME, Calif - 
The U.S. Navy 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
c o n c l u d e d  i t s 

largest demonstration of shipboard 
alternative fuel use Nov. 17, with the 
successful arrival of the Self Defense 
Test Ship (SDTS) to Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Port Hueneme, 
Calif.

The SDTS is a decommissioned 
Spruance-class destroyer ex-Paul 
F. Foster (EDD 964) reconfigured 
to provide the Navy an at-sea, 
remotely controlled, engineering 
test and evaluation platform without 
the risk to personnel or operational 
assets. 

The ship received approximately 
20,000 gallons of a 50-50 blend of 
an algae-derived, hydro-processed 
algal oil and petroleum F-76 from 
the Defense Fuel Supply Point at 
Naval Base Point Loma, Nov. 16.

“How can we have an impact?” 
asked Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy (Energy, Installations 
and Environment) Jackalyne 
Pfannenstiel at the demonstration’s 
kick-off. “We can have an impact 
as a technology leader, highlighting 
and demonstrating the viability 
of biofuels as we are here today. 
This demo, the largest to date, is 
a major milestone for us. More 
than 50 percent of our fuel goes to 
maritime use. When this ship arrives 
in Port Hueneme, we will be a giant 
step closer to powering our Great 
Green Fleet and demonstrating 
progress toward a sustainable 
energy future.”

Shortly after Pfannenstiel’s 
remarks, the ship began its 17-
hour transit back to Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Port Hueneme using 
the 50-50 blend. While the SDTS 
has four LM 2500 main propulsion 
gas turbines and four 501-K17 
ship service gas turbine generators, 
the ship only operated on one LM 
2500 and two 501-K17s during 

the demonstration, so 
100 percent of ship’s 
propulsion power and 50 
percent of service power 
came from the algal oil/
F-76 fuel blend.

Meeting the secretary 
of the Navy’s call for a 
drop-in fuel replacement, 
no changes were required 
to the infrastructure 
of the ship or fueling 
pier for the SDTS test. 
The demonstration also 
marked the only at-
sea operational test of 
alternative fuels in the 
LM 2500 - the engine 
found in most surface 
combatants - before 
the Green Strike Group 
demonstration planned 
for 2012.

“For  the  t e s t ,  a 
baseline run was made 
on the ship’s transit 
from Port Hueneme to San Diego 
using F-76 fuel,” said Rick Kamin, 
Naval Fuels and Lubricants Cross 
Functional Team lead. “Using the 
50-50 blend on the return run to 
Port Hueneme, the tested engines 
were assessed on their abilities to 
perform start sequences as well as 
motoring and purging operations 
noted in Engineering Operational 
Sequencing System procedures. 

“We also collected data on 
compressor inlet temperature, 
engine speed, engine start time, 
fuel manifold pressure, turbine 
outlet temperature, turbine inlet 
temperature, ship service gas turbine 
generators power output and gas 
turbine main engine shaft output.”

“From our perspective as the 
ship’s operators, there was absolutely 
no difference, whatsoever, in the 
operation or performance of the 
ship,” said Mike Wolfe, Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Port 

Hueneme Division underway project 
officer. “The fuel burned just like the 
traditional fuel we get from the Navy 
and have been burning for years. 
We could not tell the difference. 
The biggest success is that a Navy 
ship with engines identical to those 
in commissioned warships operated 
successfully on an overnight transit 
with the alternative fuel without a 
glitch in anything. Operationally, it 
was absolutely a success.”

The alternative fuels effort 
supports the Navy’s overall energy 
strategy to increase energy security 
and safeguard the environment. 
Recent and upcoming maritime 
vehicle alternative fuel testing 
includes an ongoing yard patrol 
boat demonstration at the U.S. Naval 
Academy and a Landing Craft, Air-
Cushioned vessel demonstration 
scheduled for early December at 
Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Panama City, Panama City, Fla.

111117-N-ZZ999-245 PACIFIC OCEAN (Nov. 17, 2011) The decommis-
sioned Spruance-class destroyer ex-Paul F. Foster (EDD 964) conducts a 
successful demonstration of shipboard alternative fuel use while underway 
in the Pacific Ocean on a 50-50 blend of an algae-derived, hydro-processed 
algal oil and petroleum F-76. Paul F. Foster has been reconfigured as the 
Self-Defense Test Ship to provide the Navy an at-sea, remotely controlled, 
engineering test and evaluation platform without the risk to personnel or 
operational assets. (U.S. Navy photo by Charlie Houser/Released)
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Afte r  separa t ion ,  OMPF 
documents are used primarily to 
protect the legal and financial rights 
of the government, veterans, their 
families and survivors, according 
to Giger.

“At least a quarter of the requests 
for records that we get here are 
from the Department of Labor and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
looking to see if a prior service 
member is eligible for some kind 
of a benefit,” said Giger.  “If we 
don’t have documents on file in 
a service member’s record, we 
can’t provide them the information 
they’re looking for.”

“Sailors also need to keep a hard-
copy of everything that affects their 
career while in the Navy so if they 
notice an error in their OMPF, they 
can go to the personnel office or 
PSD directly and get it fixed,” said 
Giger.  “No electronic system is 
fool-proof and even though we have 
the ability to recover most corrupt 
files or images, sometimes we 
cannot, and obtaining a copy from 
the Sailor is the only way we can 
retrieve a copy of a lost image.”

If Sailors order a copy of their 
OMPF on a compact disc (CD) 
through BOL once new documents 
are added or their record is updated, 
the CD becomes outdated. Giger 
recommends Sailors access their 
records online via BOL for the 
most up-to-date service record 
information, said Giger.

The OMPF on BOL reflects 
documents that have been received, 
reviewed, and accepted as official 
record documents.  Recently 
submitted documents may not yet 
appear in the record.  If a document 
was sent to NPC within the past 60-
90 days, it may still be in processing, 
so do not resend.  After 90 days, if 
the document still has not appeared 
in the OMPF, contact PERS-313 by 
e-mail: mill_ompf-chg@navy.mil 
before resubmitting. 

Sailors Reminded to 
Review Records 

Note from Disbursing
   

The Disbursing office closes its monthly business two days 
before the end of the month to allow us to submit all of our 
monthly reports to DFAS Cleveland prior to the end of 
the month deadline and to fix any issues that can affect 
completion of our reports prior to the deadline.  Unfor-
tunately, this means that some of our end of month cus-
tomer service transactions will be delayed until we open 
up a new business day the following month. Give us a call 
if your rent is due near the end of the month and we will 
help you arrange a time when you can pick up your
Singapore check.


